European Association for the Study of Diabetes 

Eye Complication Study Group

Minutes of the 25th General Assembly
Turin, Italy
27th June 2015 1700-1745 
Present: Board of EASDec and attendees of the 25th EASDec conference 

Apologies: None
15/01 
Summary of the 2015 Conference
There were 131 attendees of the conference plus 9 accompanying persons.  

89 abstracts were received, 21 were accepted for paper presentation, 60 for posters. 
One debate was staged around the issue of diabetic macular oedema. 
The 2 symposia on 26th June were both successful and generated a lot of interest. 

The abstracts required more work than usual to bring them to publication standard. All were reminded that good standards must be maintained as the abstracts are published in the European Journal of Ophthalmology and will allow us to retain this valuable option. 

15/02 
Treasurer’s report

The financial position was presented by the Treasurer. The balance sheets are healthy and this will allow the Board to take the required steps to establish a series of EASDec Skills Awards (See Minute 15/05). 

15/03 
Election of officers

Nominations were proposed and seconded. All nominations were elected unanimously. The Board as of the end of the conference will be constituted of: 


Simon Harding – President


Massimo Porta – Past-President 


Rafael Simo – Vice President 


Tunde Peto – Treasurer 


Reinier Schlingemann – Secretary 

15/04 
Awards and prizes

The Professor Anne Katrin Sjolie award for the best abstract was awarded. The winner was Catarina Neves from Portugal for the abstract: “Retinal layer location of increased retinal thickness in eyes with subclinical and clinical macular oedema in Type 2 diabetes”
The Eva Kohner Lecture delivered by Professor Peter Scanlon entitled “Diabetic retinopathy and DME/DMO endpoints and outcome measures in clinics, trials and studies”
The best poster prize was awarded to A. I. Arroba from Spain for the poster entitled “Modulation of microglia polarity is a new target against diabetic retinopathy: an experimental approach in db/db mice”  

15/05 
The EASDec Charitable Trust 

Professor Harding presented the documentation for the proposed EASDec Charitable Trust. The proposal had been accepted in principle at the 2014 General Assembly. A legal declaration of Trust had been drafted. Details of the Trust were presented:

Purposes of the Trust 

1. To promote and protect the physical and mental health of sufferers of eye complications of diabetes in Europe through the provision of financial assistance, equipment, support, education and recreation; and

2. To advance the education of the public in general (and particularly amongst scientists and doctors) on the subject of eye complications of diabetes to research and to promote and support research for the public benefit in all aspects of that subject and to publish useful results.

3. To apply the same for the benefit of or to provide support financial or otherwise for such one or more Charitable Institutions as the Trustees shall in their absolute discretion think fit.

Management of the Trust

1. signing laws are that any one of the duly appointed Trustees can sign alone for cheques/ transfers up to £5000

2. above £5000 two trustees must sign 

The General Assembly voted to continue the process to fully establish the Trust. 
15/06 
The EASDec Skills Transfer Awards 

The establishment of the Charitable Trust will allow the establishment of the EASDec Skills Transfer Awards. Awards will allow for members to visit eminent laboratories or clinical sites to learn new skills.  Advertisements will be sent out as soon as possible and then will be available on the website. 
15/07 
Next meetings 

24-25th June 2016: Manchester, UK
2017 – still under discussion, Belfast is still interested and Budapest and Coimbra might be interested as well. All were voted as acceptable. 
15/08 
Website 

All were reminded to visit regularly for updates: www.easdec.org  

15/09 
Any other business 

European involvement: Tunde Peto described how EASDec is involved in European policy level work for the advancement of diabetes care and diabetes research. All voted favourably for continuing this work. TP will update the conference next year on advances on this field. Rafael Simo noted that this avenue might also be useful in gaining further research funds and as such should be actively pursued. 
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